
COVID-19 Update
November 2, 2020



Allegan County COVID-19 Dashboard, 
data as of 11/2/20 at 2pm
https://alleganco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/c05e1ec6222944748968f351273b3d41
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COVID- 19 Mitigation Strategies

Plan for clinics and evaluate whether protective measures
(non-pharmaceutical interventions) can be lifted

Community Vaccination and/or Herd Immunity

Enhanced Ability to Test
Testing congregate care (jails, nursing homes, etc.), community wide testing, 

and testing of communities of vulnerabilities, clusters and outbreaks.

Robust Case Investigation and Contact Tracing
Foundation to containment of the virus until a vaccine is available. Case Investigation starts 
immediately and all contacts are attempted to be contacted and put on quarantine within 24 

hrs. .

Sufficient Health Care Capacity
Ensure hospitals have resources to treat those with COVID-19 

and non COVID-19 health care needs.

Best Practices for Organizations
Face Coverings, Social Distancing, Environmental, 

Administrative Controls, Case and Contract Tracing  and 
enforcement or orders as necessary.



Challenges in Responding

Having scalable 
resources while 
still having to do 
other  public 
health services.  
Constantly 
having to 
prioritize .

Timely Case 
investigation 
and contact 
tracing and 
getting people 
to understand 
the reason why 
it is so important 
to 
isolate/quaranti
ne to disrupt the 
transmission. 

Collaborate 
with a vast 
array of 
organizations 
within different 
sectors
on mitigations  
measures and 
technical 
assistance as 
needed.  

Managing a 
response for a 
community 
that is 
incredibly 
divided on 
what the 
proper 
response 
should be.

It is a novel 
virus and 
guidance is 
ever 
changing.  
Keeping staff 
and 
community 
leaders and 
members 
updated as 
that guidance 
changes can 
be 
challenging. 





More information on Projections and Modeling: https://blog.covidactnow.org/inference-projections-for-states/ 

https://blog.covidactnow.org/inference-projections-for-states
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Source: New York Times, “You Can Help Break the Chain of Transmission” published March 19, 2020. Image by Jonathan Corum

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/19/health/coronavirus-distancing-transmission.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/19/health/coronavirus-distancing-transmission.html


Enhanced Ability to Test
Allegan County, data as of 10/28/20

9https://mistartmap.info/

https://mistartmap.info/
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Enhanced Ability to Test
Allegan County, data as of 10/28/20



Allegan County, New Cases (data as of 10/28/20)
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Comparison with neighboring counties 
(Previous 7 days from October 31, 2020)
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Why do we share data on a 
per million level?
▸ As public health, we have to be able to compare “apples to 

apples” to understand not only what is happening in our area, 
but also areas surrounding us.  It allows us to compare new 
cases per day in our area (prevalence of the virus in 
communities) to other communities with vastly different 
populations. 

▸ # daily new cases / allegan county population * 
1,000,000,000

▸ Visit mistartmap.info for other scale breakdowns of local data. 13



Epidemiologic Information, Allegan County
Overall Percent

Healthcare Worker 8.9%

Live or work in high-risk/congregate facility 5.9%

First Responder 0.7%

Other Essential Worker/Critical Infrastructure 21.4%

Healthcare Contact to confirmed care 1.6%

Community Contact to confirmed case 17.0%

Household Contact to confirmed case 24.3%

Total Cases: 1331

Cases Reported in Past two weeks Percent

In quarantine at time of onset/positive test 26.8%

Associated with known cluster/outbreak 4.7%

Any Contact to confirmed case 32.5%

Healthcare contact to confirmed case 1.8%

Community contact to confirmed case 13.8%

Household contact to confirmed case 17.7%

Attended Community Event/Mass Gathering 6.5%

Any Travel (international, domestic, in state) 11.7%

Source of Infection is unknown 20.6%

Number of cases reported in past 2 weeks: 385
14Data as of 10/28/2020. Source: Michigan Disease Surveillance System



Clinical Information
Asymptomatic Cases: 18.0%

Symptoms Percent
Fatigue/Lethargy/Weakness 65.3%
Cough 62.9%
Fever 53.6%
Chills 45.0%
Shortness of Breath 19.6%
Difficulty Breathing 12.9%
Muscle Aches (Myalgia) 50.7%
Headaches 59.6%
Runny Nose 42.2%
Nausea 18.3%
Congestion 8.5%
Sore Throat 37.0%
Diarrhea 22.1%
Loss of taste 37.6%
Loss of smell 36.4% 15

Data as of 10/28/2020.
Source: Michigan Disease Surveillance System
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Case count by age, data from 10/14/2020 to 10/28/2020

0-2 years 3-4 years 5-10 years 11-13 years 14-17 years

5 6 9 9 14

Data as of 10/28/2020. 
Source: Michigan Disease Surveillance System
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▸ Required schools to have an approved COVID-19 learning plan for the 2020-2021 school 
year.

▸ Requires districts consult with the Local Health Department on guidelines for appropriate 
instruction based on 
▹ the trend of COVID-19 cases/positive COVID-19 tests, hospitalizations due to COVID-19, and the number 

of deaths resulting from COVID-19 over a 14-day period,
▹ COVID-19 cases for each day for every 1 million individuals
▹ The percentage of positive COVID-19 tests over a 4-week period Health care capacity strength, 
▹ Testing, tracing, and containment infrastructure with regard to COVID-19
▹ A provision that, if the district determines that it is safe to provide in-person pupil instruction to pupils, the 

district shall prioritize providing in-person pupil instruction to pupils in grades K to 5 who are enrolled in 
the district 20
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Regarding inquiries about the MDHHS Epidemic Orders and the 
authority to issue orders:
Under MCL 333.2253, if the MDHHS director determines that 
control of an epidemic is necessary to protect the public health, 
the director by emergency order may prohibit the gathering of 
people for any purpose and may establish procedures to be 
followed during the epidemic to insure continuation of essential 
public health services and enforcement of health laws. The 
MDHHS director’s emergency order of October 9, 2020, is 
pursuant to this statutory authority.
Pursuant to MCL 333.2235(1), the MDHHS director has authorized 
local health departments to carry out and enforce the terms of 
this order. Law enforcement officers may also enforce the order 
and are specifically authorized to investigate potential violations 
of this order. They may coordinate as necessary with the 
appropriate regulatory entity and enforce this order within their 
jurisdiction.
Violations of this order are a misdemeanor punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than six months or a fine of not more 
than $200, or both. Violations of this order are also punishable by 
a civil fine of up to $1,000.
Local health departments also have their own authority under 
MCL 333.2453 to “issue an emergency order to prohibit the 
gathering of people for any purpose and may establish procedures 
to be followed by persons, including a local governmental entity, 
during the epidemic to insure continuation of essential public 
health services and enforcement of health laws.

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/10-29_Epidemic_Order_Infographic_706514_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/10-29_Epidemic_Order_Infographic_706514_7.pdf


Matrix to help
with decision 
making (9/24/20):
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No “Magic Number” when determining risk
▸ It is not just about cases per day per million for risk determination level of a school 

building. ACHD evaluates:
1. Cases per day per million
2. Percent positivity 
3. Percent in the County  with known source of exposure  
4. The number of deaths in Allegan County 
5. Proportion of ED Visits with COVID-like symptoms
6. Cases in that school building and surrounding school buildings
7. Ages of cases 
8. Is there any ongoing spread in the building

23



Core Mitigation Strategies

24



Mask Use- Does it work? 
▸ Masks have shown to work at slowing disease spread by about 70%

▹ Face masks block an individual’s respiratory droplets from landing in the 
mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly being inhaled into the 
lungs. 

▸ Sources: Howard, J., Huang, A, et al. 2020; Wang, Y., Tian, H., et al. 2020; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Davies, A., 
Thompson, K. et al. 2013.

▸ Specifically with pediatric COVID-19 patients, data showed that 
children can carry high levels of virus in their upper airways, 
particularly early in an acute SARS-CoV-2 infection, yet they display 
relatively mild or no symptoms (Yonker, L., Neilan, A. et al., 2020).

▹ This suggests that children can be superspreaders to COVID-19 25

https://www.preprints.org/manuscript/202004.0203/v2
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/5/e002794
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html#recent-studies
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7108646/
https://www.jpeds.com/action/showPdf?pii=S0022-3476(20)31023-4


Community Vaccination and/or 
Herd Immunity

Operation Warp Speed
▸ Goal is to produce and deliver 300 million doses of safe and effective 

vaccines with the initial doses available by January 2021.
▸ 9/16/2020: the HHS and DOD released 2 documents outlining the 

strategy to deliver safe and effective COVID-19 vaccine doses as 
quickly and reliably as possible.

26

https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/explaining-operation-warp-speed/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/09/16/trump-administration-releases-covid-19-vaccine-distribution-strategy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/science/coronavirus-vaccine-tracker.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/science/coronavirus-vaccine-tracker.html
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ACHD Hotline: (269) 686-4546

Email: COVID-19@allegancounty.org
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