
VIKING VIEW
"Cultivating Lifelong Learners Who Contribute To A Global Community"

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  H O P K I N S  B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N

A U G U S T  2 0 2 1

First Day of School

THURSDAY, August 26, 2021

FULL DAY

Masks will be required for K-6 as ordered by the Allegan County Health Department.
We will not require staff or students to be vaccinated.
We will not require COVID testing.
Our custodial staff will continue our enhanced cleaning routines.
We will promote hand washing and respiratory etiquette.
We will ask those that are ill or have symptoms to stay home.
The health department will be responsible for isolations, quarantines and determining close contacts.
Field trips will be reinstated.
Parents and volunteers may come into our buildings and attend our events.

Provided opportunities for summer learning.
Added full-time intervention teachers at both of our elementary schools.
Added a part-time intervention teacher at the middle school.
Added a 5th grade teacher at Hopkins Elementary to reduce class sizes.
Mr. O’Dell will now be the full-time assistant principal in the middle school in order to help support students and staff the
entire school day.
Added a part-time counselor at the middle school to help support students’ social, emotional and mental health needs.

Gym floors at the middle school and high school have been sanded down and refinished, complete with new lines. 
Upgraded soccer playing field.

It has been a busy summer here at Hopkins Public Schools as we prepare for the 2021-2022 school year. We are excited to
welcome back our students and staff for a more traditional school year.
The following indicates how we will open the school year in regard to COVID mitigation strategies.

Since the end of the 2020-2021 school year, the administration has been working hard to provide additional support for our
students. Here are some of the supports and improvements we believe are beneficial:

You will also notice a few improvements with our facilities:

This was some of the important information I thought you should know as we approach the first day of school on August 26. I
hope you find this issue of the Viking View informative as you prepare for a great school year.

Yours in Education,

Gary Wood, Superintendent
 



H O P K I N S  P U B L I C  S C H O O L - F O O D  S E R V I C E

Please visit https://www.hpsvikings.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-2022-Legal-Notices-1-1.pdf  to see the district
annual notices including information on:

 
Severe Weather

Drug Free Schools
Inspection of Instructional Materials

Handicapped Access
Asbestos Awareness Update

Pesticide Application
Title IX Coordinators
Locker Search Policy

Student Privacy & Parental Access to Information
Federal Education Rights & Privacy Act

Bullying Toward Students
Procedure for Collection & Payment for Charged Meals

The Right to Request a Personal Curriculum Modifying Michigan Merit Curriculum Requirements for Graduation
Hopkins Public Schools Permission to Publish/Distribute Student's Images and/or Work

Directory Information
Information for School-Aged Youth

 

Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! Hopkins Public Schools will be partnering with
the Michigan Department of Education in their Mighty Meals campaign. This school

year, every student can eat a school meal –a MIGHTY MEAL – at no cost. Mighty Meals
provide every student with healthy, delicious food to fuel their day. We will offer a

variety of nutritious meals so every student can find something they like to eat. Visit
your school’s website (https://www.hpsvikings.org/our-district/departments/food-

service/) to check the menu!

 

H O P K I N S  P U B L I C  S C H O O L - A N N U A L  N O T I C E S

https://www.hpsvikings.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-2022-Legal-Notices-1-1.pdf
https://www.hpsvikings.org/our-district/departments/food-service/


MISSING OUT?
If you know of someone who is not receiving
this publication and would like to, please call

793-7261 to add their name to our mailing
list.

Annual Education Reports
The 2020-2021 district and school Annual Education 

Reports (AERs) are now available.
They can be accessed on our school website at

www.hpsvikings.org.
Paper copies are available at each school.

 

Hopkins Public Schools
400 Clark Street

Hopkins, MI  49328
269-793-7261

H O P K I N S  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S

http://www.hpsvikings.org/


A L L E G A N  A R E A

AIR CARE
Recently Hopkins Public Schools had the opportunity to partner with Allegan Public Schools to make a
proactive step in caring for the air quality in our county, community, and around our students! The
districts worked together to submit a proposal to the Michigan Department of Environment, Great
Lakes and Energy (EGLE) that would take older emissions engines out of the school bus fleet and
upgrade them to newer model engines. Our project was accepted and funded by EGLE in late July. 
Hopkins Public Schools will receive partial funding reimbursement on two new school buses and
Allegan Public Schools will receive partial funding reimbursement for one new school bus. The amount
of the grant award totaled $72,125.00.
The anticipated benefits of this program will be a net reduction in annual tons of particle matter and
greenhouse gases as well as a reduction in the amount of diesel fuel used by our school buses. The
exciting benefits of this project is cleaner air for our kids and community members!
The new buses will be placed in service this fall. EGLE has identified Allegan County as a target area for
air quality improvement for several years. Both districts appreciate the grant opportunities offered by
EGLE and we are looking forward to doing our part for cleaner air and improved efficiency in and
around our school districts. 

H O P K I N S  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S - T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

now
hiring
B U S  D R I V E R S

 
JOIN OUR TEAM!

18-20 HOURS PER WEEK
$18.06 TO START

BENEFITS/INCENTIVES
WE TRAIN YOU TO DRIVE

 
BE A MEMBER OF THE HOPKINS VIKINGS TEAM!

CALL MRS. FRANK TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION.
(269)793-7121



Alyssa Bargabusis our new Level 2 Special Ed. teacher. Alyssa completed her student teaching at Dorr Elementary this
past spring and brings great enthusiasm and knowledge to our Special Education program.
Jordyn Rioux is one of our two new 4th grade teachers. Jordyn is a recent graduate of Hope College and completed her
student teaching at Bauer Elementary in Hudsonville. She will also be coaching our JV Girls Golf team this fall at the
high school. 
Samantha Norg is the second of our two new 4th grade teachers. Yes, this is the same Sam Norg who many of these 4th
grade students had as a Kindergarten teacher. Sam spent last year working for Kentwood Public Schools, but is happy
to be back at Hopkins Elementary.
Sara Simpson is our new 5th grade teacher. Sara is a recent graduate of Michigan State University and completed her
student teaching this past spring at Endeavor Elementary in Kentwood. She is excited to start her teaching career at
Hopkins Elementary.

I hope everyone has had a wonderful summer and is relaxed, recharged and ready to start the school year. The Hopkins
Elementary Staff is delighted that you are a part of our amazing community and look forward to working with you and
your children this year. If you are a new family to Hopkins Elementary, we look forward to getting to know you through
the various school events that will be planned throughout the school year. Together we will accomplish great things! 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce our new Hopkins Elementary staff members to the community.

I’m looking forward to a fantastic school year!

GO VIKINGS!!!

Scott VanBonn
Hopkins Elementary Principal 
 

 

H O P K I N S  E L E M E N T A R Y

S Y C A M O R E  E L E M E N T A R Y

Welcome Back from Hopkins Elementary Staff!

With the 2020-2021 school year behind us, our eyes are focused forward on 2021-2022 and the plan for a very different
school year. This summer has already taken on a different feel; a feel of "normalcy" and it feels so good! The Reader
Feeder made it out four times this summer to help get books into students' hands so they can keep reading. The
students are always so excited when the bus pulls up and they enjoy picking out new books. Leaving with a giant
popsicle only intensifies the fun. The Read Now project delivered books to every students' home over the summer as
well. Students had hand-selected books from a book list before school let out for summer. Every few weeks a new book
was mailed directly to them. What a neat experience for students to receive something fun in the mail and encourage
reading! Summer school took place for 26 of our students. Watching the learning continue for these students was very
fulfilling. And of course, they love ending the summer by celebrating with a pizza party.  

As the finishing touches are put on the buildings, we are looking forward to a wonderful year. Some new staff that will
be joining Sycamore this year are: Christine Nagelkirk - 1st Grade Teacher, Tracy Buskirk - Reading Interventionist,
Heather Herrick - Instructional Paraprofessional, Gretchen Koster - Resource Room and Zachary Kula-Physical
Education. We look forward to meshing their expertise with our talented staff and taking student learning to the next
level.  

No one knows exactly what the future holds, but by working together our students will continue to grow and exceed
expectations. "Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, you have within you the strength, the
patience, and the passion to reach for the stars to change the world!" Harriet Tubman
   
Let's dream and change the world together! Go Vikings!

Amy Mielke
Sycamore Elementary Principal
  

Sycamore Elementary is Ready to Dream Big

mailto:bargabusa@gmail.com


 

The Hopkins Public School District Board of Education complies with all federal and state laws
prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including sexual orientation
or gender identity), disability, age (except as authorized by law), religion, military status, ancestry, or
genetic information (collectively, "Protected Classes") in its educational programs or activities,
including employment opportunities.  The following person has been designated to handle inquiries
regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Superintendent of Schools, Hopkins Public Schools, 400 Clark
Street, Hopkins, MI 49328 – 269 793-7261

Upon request to the Superintendent, the District shall make reasonable accommodation for a disabled
person to be able to participate in activities.

H O P K I N S  M I D D L E  S C H O O L

 
 
 
 
 

Hopkins Middle School is excited to welcome you back to another school year! 
 

We have so much to look forward to. Field trips, spirit assemblies, and the daily buzz of
activity reverberating through the hallways is a welcome thought indeed. As the last few

weeks of summer quickly pass like a viking longship through the water, it is appropriate to
slow down and refocus on our mission of educating all students in a safe and positive

environment. 
 

In order to achieve our goal, we must remember who we are. We are Vikings!
 

Vikings are Strong.
Vikings are Brave.

Vikings Explore.
Vikings Work Together.

 
These qualities put the ancient Viking culture into our history books. These qualities can also
be seen right here in our community of Hopkins. Our strength and bravery over the last year

and a half have carried us through a very challenging time. Our desire to explore will help
our students achieve their potential. Our ability to work together will shape where we go

from here. 
 

I look forward to working with you in making 2021-2022 the best school year ever!
 

Go Vikings!
 
 

Scott Stockwell
HMS Principal

 

VIKINGS!

We Are



A T H L E T I C S

TRACK
TREVOR SHEALY, TANNER NEUMAN, LANDEN KLINGE, GRACE BRENNER, HELENA KERBER

SOFTBALL
EMILY DIMOCK, SIERRA SMITH, DAHLIA VELDHOUSE, RACHEL BLACK (HM), 
MORGAN DYKSTRA (HM)

GIRLS SOCCER
ELLIE SEBRIGHT, PIPER DAVIS

BASEBALL
MATT REYNOLDS, TREVOR SMITH, COLIN WEBER, TRISTEN PERRY (HM)

H O P K I N S  H I G H  S C H O O L

Here at Hopkins High School we are excited to welcome our new and returning students back
to school in person, five days a week for the 2021-22 school year! Our goals for the year are to
help our students succeed, both academically and socially. Along with our Advanced
Placement and Vo-tech opportunities offered, we are also implementing a new online
program (Edmentum Exact Path), to help our students who are struggling to improve their
mathematics and reading comprehension skills. In addition to our academic offerings, we
are starting a new homeroom grouping system that will include 9th-12th grade students in
each homeroom. These homerooms will be grouped in "viking houses", and will compete
with each other throughout the school year. In addition, we are looking forward to
mentoring opportunities within houses, including tutoring and peer-assisted learning (PAL)
assistance daily. We are hopeful that through these programs we will build a strong Viking
culture of value. See you all August 26th - GO VIKINGS!

Jessica Robrahn-Assistant Principal Hopkins High School

A T H L E T I C S

PLEASE VISIT
 https://hopkinsathletics.org/

FOR UP TO DATE ATHLETIC INFORMATION

LOOKING FORWARD TO A 
 NEW YEAR AT HHS!

https://hopkinsathletics.org/


Members of the Board of Education would like to keep lines of communications open with the community
they serve.  Please feel free to call with your comments and concerns.

Jeff Gilder, President  616-293-9364
Traci Rhoades, Vice President  269-908-0992
Jessica Johnston, Secretary  616-617-4789
Karen Ryan, Treasurer 269-793-9287
Andrea Buist, Trustee  616-307-1665
John VanBonn, Trustee  616-896-8024
Stephanie Wilson, Trustee 269-806-2920

HOPKINS PUBLIC SCHOOLS BOARD OF EDUCATION

DISTRICT CONTACT INFORMATION

If you have questions about specific school operations,

policies, or activities, please refer to this list.

 

ADMINISTRATION  269-793-7261

400 Clark Street, Hopkins MI  49328   

Superintendent – Gary Wood

Director of Finance & Operations – Katie Jager

 

HOPKINS HIGH SCHOOL  269-793-7616

333 Clark Street, Hopkins, MI  49328                  

Principal – Ken Szczepanski

Assistant Principal – Jessica Robrahn

 

HOPKINS MIDDLE SCHOOL  269-793-7407

215 Clark Street, Hopkins, MI  49328                     

Principal – Scott Stockwell

Assistant Principal– Patrick O’Dell

 

HOPKINS ELEMENTARY  269-793-7286

400 Clark Street, Hopkins, MI  49328  

Principal – Scott VanBonn

 

SYCAMORE ELEMENTARY  616-681-9189

2163 142nd Avenue, Dorr, MI  49323  

Principal – Amy Mielke

 

TRANSPORTATION  269-793-7121

2746 22ND Street, Hopkins, MI  49328 

Transportation – Jennifer Frank

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION  269-793-7261

400 Clark Street, Hopkins, MI  49328  

Special Education Director – Rachel Modderman

SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Mondays at 6:00pm

September 20, 2021 Regular Meeting 

October 4, 2021 Work Session Meeting 

October 18, 2021 Regular Meeting 

November 1, 2021 Work Session  

November 15, 2021 Regular Meeting @ Sycamore

Elementary 

December 13, 2021 Regular Meeting  

January 17, 2022 Regular/Organizational Meeting

  

Board Finance Committee meets 30 minutes prior to

regular meetings on the third Monday of each month. 

 

*Meeting sites unless otherwise noted are at:  

Hopkins Elementary School 400 Clark Street Hopkins,

Michigan 

  

Upon request to the Superintendent, the District shall

make reasonable accommodation for a disabled person

to be able to participate in this activity. Any individual

with a handicap or disability that requires special

accommodations for attendance at the meeting is

requested to notify the Secretary of the Board or the

Superintendent of Schools, ten days prior to the

meeting, so reasonable accommodations can be made. 

Minutes of the Board of Education meetings are on file

at the Administration Office, 400 Clark Street, Hopkins,

Michigan. 

To request information, call 269-793-7261 or visit. 

R E G U L A R  O F F I C E  H O U R S :  
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