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The Hopkins Robotics team is alive and well. Even though the 2020 season was cut short due to the pandemlc,
the team did compete at one event and finished as the runner up at the highly competitive St. Joseph event
in March 2020.

The team finished the handrails for the Wise Farm Bridge project and the middle school team worked on a
- community service project to make insect proof trash can enclosures for the park system.

In person competitions were cancelled in 2021, but the team was still active and competed in the Game
Design Challenge. The team met via Zoom. The competition was to design a game that could be played by
robots. The team won the Engineering Design Award for their game “FIRST Carnival”. This was a carnival-
based game that included a moving Ferris wheel and a duck pond. The judges were impressed with the
creativity and level of detail that the team presented. They modeled the game, designed, and animated the
field and robots on 3D CAD, developed a game play strategy and rules for

the game.

Currently the middle school teams are
meeting and building their robots for in
person competitions in December. The high
school team will kick off their season in
January 2022.
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FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

| would like to take this opportunity to
say thank you to our fine staff here at
Hopkins Public Schools. We were hoping
this school year would be a return to
normal, but it has not. There have been
numerous challenges that have been
faced, and for the most part, we have
risen to the task.

| would like to thank our students, parents and families in
this community. You have shown great flexibility and
resilience throughout the past year. It seems as though
adjustments are frequently necessary, but your positive
attitudes do not go unnoticed.

Selfishly, | would like to thank our Board of Education. |
believe this small group is representative of the greater
Hopkins School Community. These people truly have the
best interest of our students in mind as they make
important decisions for our schools.

Finally, | hope you enjoy this Viking View. In this edition you
will find information about our academics, extracurricular
activities, food service, transportation and more. A lot of
good things are happening at Hopkins Public Schools!

Have a great holiday season!

Yours in Education,

Gary Wood, Superintendent

MISSING OUT?

If you know of someone who is not receivin
this publication and would like to, please call
793-7261 to add thelir name to our mailing
ist.

Hopkins Public Schools
400 Clark Street
Hopkins, Ml 49328
269-793-7261

Improving Student
Literacy

Years ago, literacy leaders around the state identified 10 key
instructional practices that are essential to improving student literacy.
Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators (MAISA)
General Education Leadership Network (GELN) has released a
document summarizing these instructional strategies (GELN Essential
Practices K-3). These 10 practices are what all classrooms should
contain as a minimum “standard of care”.

Since then, our district has been wrapping around many of these
essential practices, but most recently, our elementary teachers have
been digging into Guided Reading (essential #3). What began last year
as a dive into the book The Next Step Forward in Guided Reading by
Jan Richardson, has rolled into needing supplies and materials to
effectively run small group instruction in elementary classrooms.

Using a combination of federal and state funds, Hopkins Public Schools
purchased Literacy Footprints kits for all grade levels, Kindergarten
through 5th grade. These kits contain fiction and nonfiction texts with
accompanying lessons that build a strong literacy processing system.
Professional development around these Literacy Footprints kits
started last spring and continues yet this fall with elementary
classroom teachers.

Building leadership believes strongly that the implementation of these
kits will increase student literacy achievement -- and we are
encouraged with the engagement that our staff has
had thus far with the literacy kits. We look forward to
seeing the progress results of implementation!

Kammy Leep
Elementary Curriculum Coordinator
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http://www.hpsvikings.org/
https://literacyessentials.org/downloads/gelndocs/k-3_literacy_essentials.pdf
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20 YEARS-Syzanne.Antv'elink,'jason Babiak, ¥
Ronda Gilbert, Scott VanBonn.




DECEMBER 20-31 WINTER BREAK
JANUARY 17 1/2 DAY FOR STUDENTS
FEBRUARY 17 1/2 DAY FOR STUDENTS

MARCH 3 1/2 DAY FOR STUDENTS

81 MARCH 4-1/2 DAY-FORSTUDENTS —

APRIL 4-8 SPRING BREAK

APRIL 15 1/2 DAY FOR STUDENTS

MAY 30 MEMORIAL DAY-NO SCHOOL

JUNE 2 1/2 DAY FOR STUDENTS

JUNE 3 1/2 DAY FOR STUDENTS-LAST DAY.O
Wi

Amy Mielke-Sycamore Elementary school Scott Stockwell-Hopkins Middle School
Patrick O'Dell-Hopkins Middle School Ken Szczepanski-Hopkins High School .
Jessica Robrahn-Hopkins High School Scott VanBonn-Hopkins Elementary School :

FOOD SERVICE/TRANSPORTATION

dificnte of Evcelloce
inspections by
ially .t_:a"llée 3;-4

‘Hopkins Elementary and Sycamore Elementary
‘participated in the 2021 Great Lakes Great Apple Crunch '
on October 14. They joined over 1 million students in the
Great Lakes Region, crunching apples to promote farm
to table foods. Next year we would like to get our apples
from a local orchard to support our community!

.....

We have seen an increase in student meal participation
in each of our school buildings this year. We strive to
offer a variety of fresh, healthy options daily. Both

. . ' 100% pas
breakfast and lunch will continue to be free

. sta'ndards. e { . s. Our bus :
for the remainder of the school year. O “ drivers are res _ trip inspection of |
Check out the menus on the Hopkins O “ °  their entire bus be use.our, 11144

Mechanic is respo
and repaired to's Congratulations

to the Mechanic Jiligencein, '
achieving this ‘ 100% pass rate = |/
again this year " Calan

Vikings web page.
Happy Holidays,
Rhonda Sapp, FSD
Hopkins Public Schools


https://www.hpsvikings.org/our-district/departments/food-service/
https://www.hpsvikings.org/our-district/departments/food-service/
https://www.hpsvikings.org/our-district/departments/food-service/

The flfth grade class at Hopkms EIementary:FINALLY took thelr 3 day trlp to Mackmac
IsIand (that was postponed twu:e due to COVID) on October 6-8. The group had beautlful
weather for blklng around1the 1sland taklng a carrlage tour, VI5|ting forts, eating lunch at
I thé‘famous Grand Hotel, and other fun actlwtles 'Fhe k:ds recewed many compllments 44
: {oﬁthﬁi\* good behavmr as they represented Hopkrr&s wéll*’ i
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Some 5th graders stopped on the .E)Ike rlde for a cooI cave prcture'

¥  Soldiers at Fort: Mlchlllmacklnat emonstrated a cannon firing.!

ity Alden Simons and Mlles Kukor dress a soldlers whlle tourlng Fort Mackinac.
4 Tabltha Burchardt and her dad gettlng ready for the blke ride around the |sIand
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TOGETHER AGAINST BULLYING

UNITED FOR KINDNESS, ACCEPTANCE, AND INCLUSION

Mrs. Gilbert's class invited Mr. Wood to join
. them in some fall fun! Students did a great

{ On Wednesday, October 20, students at Sycamore ' job reading "Five Little Pumpkins."
Elementary wore their orange to support kindness,

acceptance and inclusion.

‘ CUN'GR’A'TULATI-G’NS'

 SYCAMORE zzzmznrffs’y* ;

. .Sycamore EIementary '

has been ranked #31i in::
‘Michigan ’Elementary‘.
Schools by U.S. News: &

World Report

Mr. Wood was thanked for coming with lots | '
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HOPKINS MIDDLE SCHOOL

November 7-13 was World Kindness Week. Hopkins Middle
 School was lnsplred to encourage students to. perform smaII acts
of kindness that would p05|t|vely |mpact thelr communltles and
‘school culture LG 'Q L
AN = Way to go Vlklngs' g R
v
ATHLETICS

L CONFERENGE
u CROSS COUNTRY
ADAM BA.'., HELENA KERBER, KAMBRIA MOORED, NEVAEH HELDEROP(HM),
‘ B JAEDEN HARSHBERGER(HM)
, FOOTBALL
: ZAN‘ER HITZLER, JAYDEN PRATHER, NOAH DAME, TANNER NEUMAN, ELI TEHENNEPE,
X TRENT BAUGH(HM), JOSIAH RYAN(HM), TRISTEN PERRY(HM)
SOCCER
JAKE DEMBOWSKE, ANDREW WILLIAMS, ADAM BALL(HM), TIM MCDANIEL(HM)

VOLLEYBALL
AVERY ROXBURY, CORRIE WISSER, MADY WEBER, KATE CLEYPOOL(HM)

PLEASE VISIT
https://hopkinsathletics.org/
FOR UP TO DATE ATHLETIC INFORMATION

The Hopkins Public School District Board of Education complies with all federal and state laws
prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including sexual orientation
or gender identity), disability, age (except as authorized by law), religion, military status, ancestry, or
genetic information (collectively, "Protected Classes") in its educational programs or activities,
including employment opportunities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries
regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Superintendent of Schools, Hopkins Public Schools, 400 Clark
Street, Hopkins, M1 49328 - 269 793-7261

CHiLDRED g Upon request to the Superintendent, the District shall make reasonable accommodation for a disabled
person to be able to participate in activities.


https://hopkinsathletics.org/
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ThlS year the marchmg band |s celebratmg the Beach Boys
- '60th year annlversary by performlng four of their top hits: |
' Get'Around, He|p Me Rhonda, Kokomo “and Fun Fun Fun, The
\ band traveled to the Otsego Marching InV|tat|onaI and took
2nd place in class C with aWards of excellence in marchlng
music, percusswn -and color guard as well as taking the *
captlon of "Best Mu5|c" The band, also traveled to the
Hastings Marching Festlval and took Ist placeinclass C with
awards of excellence in music, marchmg and percusS|on ‘
They were also awarded the captlons of "Best Marching",
Bif Dryg !hﬂ.a ors and "5.95," Perc_ussro_n_". _in their class.

After a year off, the 2021 Homecomlng fest|V|t|es were the perfect way to' get the Hopklns communlty together
again. Spirit week kicked off with students participating in dress up days, which included class color and decades
‘day. The pep assembly organized by the high school student council recognlzed and hlghllghted organlzatlor15 and
teams within our community while getting everyone excited for the rest of the weekend with class spirit
competitions and games. Despite tornado warnings, the Homecommg parade brought the whole commUnlty
‘together and featured class floats and representatives, the Hopkins High School marching band and community
sports teams, businesses, and organizations. At the football game, the Homecoming Court was recognlzed Class
representatives included Natilee Sterken and Michael Arbanas ('25), Lillian Iciek and Colton Kennedy (‘24), Mady
Weber and Trenton Baugh (“23), McKenzi Bowen and Logan Underwood (22) Grace Brenner and Cody Veldhouse
(‘22), and Skylar Collier and Aaron Simmons ('22). Mary Wells and Eli TeHennepe were crowned Senior Queen and
King. The weekend concluded with the 2021 Homecoming Dance on Saturday night. The'theme was "Garden Party”
and students had a blast dancing the night away. It was a weekend to remember and remlnded us all why Hopklns is/

a great place to be! - 1} . L
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SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Mondays at 6:00pm

January 17, 2022 Regular/Organizational Meeting

Board Finance Committee meets 30 minutes prior to
regular meetings on the third Monday of each month.

*Meeting sites unless otherwise noted are at:
Hopkins Elementary School 400 Clark Street Hopkins,
Michigan

Upon request to the Superintendent, the District shall
make reasonable accommodation for a disabled person
to be able to participate in this activity. Any individual
with a handicap or disability that requires special
accommodations for attendance at the meeting is
requested to notify the Secretary of the Board or the
Superintendent of Schools, ten days prior to the
meeting, so reasonable accommodations can be made.

Minutes of the Board of Education meetings are on file
at the Administration Office, 400 Clark Street, Hopkins,
Michigan.

To request information, call 269-793-7261 or visit.

RECULAR OFFICE HOURS:
7:00 AAM. TO 3:30 P.M. DAILY

DISTRICT CONTACT INFORMATION
If you have questions about specific school operations,
policies, or activities, please refer to this list.

ADMINISTRATION 269-793-7261

400 Clark Street, Hopkins Ml 49328
Superintendent - Gary Wood

Director of Finance & Operations - Katie Jager

HOPKINS HIGH SCHOOL 269-793-7616
333 Clark Street, Hopkins, Ml 49328
Principal - Ken SzczepanskKi

Assistant Principal - Jessica Robrahn

HOPKINS MIDDLE SCHOOL 269-793-7407
215 Clark Street, Hopkins, Ml 49328
Principal - Scott Stockwell

Assistant Principal- Patrick O’'Dell

HOPKINS ELEMENTARY 269-793-7286
400 Clark Street, Hopkins, Ml 49328
Principal - Scott VanBonn

SYCAMORE ELEMENTARY 616-681-9189
2163 142nd Avenue, Dorr, Ml 49323
Principal - Amy Mielke

TRANSPORTATION 269-793-7121
2746 22ND Street, Hopkins, Ml 49328
Transportation - Jennifer Frank

SPECIAL EDUCATION 269-793-7261
400 Clark Street, Hopkins, Ml 49328
Special Education Director - Rachel Modderman

HOPKINS PUBLIC SCHOOLS BOARD OF EDUCATION

Members of the Board of Education would like to keep lines of communications open with the community
they serve. Please feel free to call with your comments and concerns.

Jeff Gilder, President 616-293-9364

Traci Rhoades, Vice President 269-908-0992
Jessica Johnston, Secretary 616-617-4789
Karen Ryan, Treasurer 269-793-9287

Andrea Buist, Trustee 616-307-1665

John VanBonn, Trustee 616-896-8024
Stephanie Wilson, Trustee 269-806-2920




